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If you get it wrong! 





 

 

 

Need for a blood transfusion 

discussed with the patient, 

leaflet given and consented 

 

 

Blood samples taken for cross 

matching, samples and 

request form taken to the lab 

 

Blood is written up on the 

patient’s prescription chart 

Complete blood collection form at 

patient bedside. Request blood 

collection by Porter 

 

 

Ensure patient has patent 

venous access and that 

required equipment available 

Blood collection request form 

collected by Porter. Blood 

collected from the blood fridge 

 

Blood delivered to, and 

received by ward. Product 

checked, signed as received 

2 members of staff check blood 

against required documentation 

in quiet area away from patient 

Blood transfusion commenced. 

Traceability documentation 

completed by 2 nurses 

Transfusion procedure is 

explained to patient and baseline 

observations are recorded 

 

2 nurses perform bedside 

checks including patient 

identification against blood 

Observations taken and 

recorded 15 mins after start of 

transfusion 

Observations taken and 

recorded 30 mins after start of 

transfusion 

 

 

Unit(s) of blood cross matched 

and ward informed blood is 

ready 

 

Observations taken and 

recorded 2 hours after start of 

transfusion 

 

 

Blood transfusion finishes.  

Record “stop” time 

 

Observations taken and 

recorded within 15 mins of 

completion 

 

Sign blood administration on 

prescription, blood volume 

documented on fluid chart 

Blood test results checked and the decision is made to transfuse your patient 

The effectiveness of the transfusion is assessed prior to next unit being collected. 





• Useful websites 

 

• National Blood Service - http://www.blood.co.uk/index.asp 

 

•  SHOT - www.shotuk.org/home/ 

 

• Transfusion Guidelines - www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/ 

 

• Cross match game - www.nobelprize.org/educational/  

 

• e-learning programme - nhs.learnprouk.com/ 

• ( to register as a new user you will need your National Insurance 
number as ID) 

• Transfusion website - www.traqprogram.ca/ 

 

• National Patient Safety Agency - www.npsa.nhs.uk/ 
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• Electronic blood tracking 

has been given the 

thumbs up!!! 



In summary 

The student nurses learn about transfusion 

 in many ways including  

• Observation of assessments 

• Discussion about safe transfusion practice 

• Access to the online transfusion training 
package  

• Educational games – written and practical 

• Experiencing other health professionals 

   roles from a laboratory perspective 

 



Any questions 

 




